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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL FOR ONTARIO, 


Toronto, January Ist, 1894. 


To the Honorable George Airey Kirkpatrick, LL.D., Q.C., 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Ontario. 


May 1t PLeAsE Your Honor: 


_ In compliance with the Statute in that behalf, the undersigned respectfully presents 
to Your Honor the Annual Report of Births, Marriages and Deaths for the year ending 
31st December, 1892. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. HARCOURT. 


Registrar General. 
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OFFICE OF REGISTRAR-GENERAL, 
Toronto, January Ist, 1894. 


To THE Hon. RicHarp Harcourt, 
Registrar-General of Ontario. 


Sir, —I have the honor to submit to you the following report 7e the births, marriages 
jand deaths registered in Ontario during the year 1892: 


Population. 


The population for the year 1892, taken as the basis of calculation for the mortality 
and other rates contained in this report, is that of the Dominion census of 1891, to which 
a percentage of 1.11 per cent. of increase has been added for every registry division. 
|This hypothetical basis has been established by taking the difference between the total 
Jnumber of deaths and of births returned during the year. This is probably slightly below 
the actual increase, as‘the returns of various division registrars undoubtedly prove an 
imperfect registration of births. While it is 4-10 of one per cent. below the average increase 
for England and Wales, yet as has been referred to in past annual reports, the returns 
|for the larger cities, fairly complete, show a less birth-rate than the urban population 
of England. Based, therefore, on this hypothetical rate of increase the population of the 
various counties in 1892 is as found in Table 1 of this report. In the same table is found 
the total number of registrations returned by division registrars during the year 1892. The 
notable fact is therein illustrated that the totals for births, marriages and deaths together is 
jless by 723 than the returns for the previous year, 1891. 

| By the following table the differences are at once seen : 


—— | Births. ee Marriages. Deaths. 
ae cen | 
Counties showing an increase ............-.-++eeees 31 
: a PSC PEC) 2) Ne oe ae Aaa 9 
x PIAGAURIIGY: hae il) ae airs cee gece el Peewee | pM ae iF atte 


Rs Ok ee nd, 

It is thus seen that the decreases are spread over the counties of the Province gener- 
ally and are not specially localized, and have to do with births alone. The total maductio 
| is, however, notable, as seen in the following table: 


— Births. | Marriages. Deaths. | Total 
ae | 
Oe Mite) a I = 615 | Ts O30 ME Tse sat 
so ia enn Soe I = 1049 I =191 | I= 220 | I = 1460 
I ER Pe es | I = 1585 I'= $29 D= 405 | I = 1509 
eS GAEL D'= 819 D = 274 | D= D = 5748 
ee eee D = 2578 I = 293 | I = 1562 diva D= 723 


Nore.—D=Decrease. I=Increase. 


Births. 


That for three years past the births have gone on steadily decreasing is a fact whic 
this year’s returns leave no room for doubt. The decline has been referred to in the repo 
for 1891 and repeated for 1892, and would seem indicative of the operation of some ge 
eral cause. By reference to Table 2 it will be seen that the decrease for cities is 971 
As the city population amounts to nearly 1-5 of the total population of the Province i 
is apparent that the decrease is notably greater in urban municipalities than for th 
Province as a whole. Thus: 


BSERUBEOR. 2's diate ss SAR ed LU Bae UE ee Pe eee ee De yg} | D = 840 


The decrease may probably be further localized by reference to the rates for the indi- 
vidual cities of the Province. Thus in individual cities as seen in Table 2: 


Increase in 4 cities == 45 
OFT 2 OG ies sss et. Soo ee Beeb a), 9! 


Decrease in 8 cities = 885 


Further reference to the Table shows that of the total decrease 727 occurred in Tor- 
onto and Hamilton. This is notable, for while the population of these cities is more than 
half that of all the cities in the Province, yet the decrease represents nearly 4-5 of the total 
decrease in cities. The conclusion seems inevitable that the operation of the law affecting 
marriages, referred to in English reports as the barometer which indicates commercial pros- 


perity or its reverse, must affect the birth-rate probably to the degree indicated in the 
above figures. 


Sea.—-By reference to Table 10, the birth-rate according to sex illustrates the same 
law of the increase of male over female births, as seen in previous reports. 


In 1890 the ratio was ............. Female = 1000 ; Male = 1057 
In 1891 (MRE Re aN - 1000 ; Sh = LOGE 
In 1892 tal RES ee epe a Eee OF cote = JOO0 Ss = ==. 4L068 


In the report for 1891 the following remark was made when referring to an opinion 
expressed by an English authority that the great excess of male over female births 
was a peculiarity of Celtic areas in Great Britain, that “it w 
that the occupations of large yections of the populations of 
important determining cause. Whenever large populations 
door pursuits as agriculture, mining ete., their vigor will 
many are engaged in the confining or relatively unhealthy o 
industries.” 

The obvious correctness of this conclusion gs 
the cities of Ontario (Table 2). In four out of 
actually exceed the males, while for the whole t 
for 1891, less than half of the ratio for the who 


_ _ Months.—The quarterly and monthly rel 
births is practically the same as set forth in th 
and antecedent thereto have been Operative ar 


ould appear probable 
any country is a still more 
of men are engaged in out- 
naturally exceed that where 
ccupations of manufacturing 


eems to be borne out in the statistics for 
eleven cities in the list. the female births 
he ratio is of females 1000 to 1028 males 
le Province, and 1037 in 1899. 


Illegitimate Births.—The total number of illegitimate births recorded in 1892 is 525 
and 112 less than in 1891. While, as mentioned in other reports, there is a likelihood of 
this class of births not being in all cases registered, yet as these reasons will always be 
the same, the falling off is noteworthy. This falling off is not limited to this year, as 
seen by the following table : 


— Total. | aa 
Illegitimate births, 1890. ........ 2... essere sees eeeee eet e eee ress | 978 Or 19.7 per 1,000 births. 
Mreritimate births, A891... oj co eee c ee ete eee es 637 Or 14.3 per 1,000 births, 
illegitimate births, 1892.........6....---eeee cee e ence eee eee eens | 525 Or 12.4 per 1,000 births, 


‘ 


Remembering the English rate of 42 per 1,000 in 1891 as being the lowest yet 
recorded there, the moral status of Ontario may be said to be most satisfactory. 


Marriages. 


The total number of marriages, as seen by reference to Table 13, registered in Ontario 

in 1892 was 14,482, or 28,964 persons. This shows a slight absolute increase over 1891 
‘of 293, but is the same relative ratio if the increase in population for the year be con- 
sidered. A reference to the table of marriages during the past ten years shows that 
the rate for Ontario remains very uniform, 1892 varying from the average by only 0.2, 
the average per 1,000 being 6.9. The following table of the marriage-rates in different 
countries and neighboring States is of interest : 


| 
Persons Persons 
) Country. per 1,000. Country. per 1,000. 
) emote Pah A Sa Laat. 
‘id United Kingdom .......-.-..-+++++- 15.6 Netherlandsiy. 524.0425 40 eee cs 14.2 
Mipgland +.) “fae. . esate se se sceesee- 14.6 Erance 025 sce iiem bale dee afapeteters 15.0 
pepilend Ey bok ae aren ny Ay oe ee ae naa peg e lave eiveye atgas aa tele mesh ta _ : 
Oe NEd ee athcy i i tih Aiea ete bye acne» : MbALIOSS Fons sisee ieee, en Med ete re : 
MOPNIMOATK 6 oc. c see eee lees cesses 13.6 Connecticut. 1 te eee se eee oe 15.8 
PIOUWAY c.52 24 ++ serene ese doses 13.2 Rhodé [stand seers soa rne el 18.4 
PAUGSGE ia Ao oes ote +o MES ais estate's 14.4 Massachusetts ....-..-.06+ seeeeeee 18.6 
OES Ss ee re eae 15.3 Now Hampshire. .:t:.-. = bee ses 19.2 
German Empire .......0.---eeee seers Ted 
era’ Sli. pale Ai) hh) eee eS 
| 
, Number of Divorces in Various States. 
ne ey Ls oh suns agg ne pa ah Gea a 
) | Se | Total. Rate. 
| penta ee ee Petal i PEE SEN nee 
| Micorces in Connecticut, 1890 ...... 06.2. n ener eee ne secretes anees 477 Or 1 in 13.1 marriages. 
Divorces in Rhode Island, vpre Gl teen Pes criss encase | 244 Ma : in HA oy 6 
ee KS EURO a iby ON AA EYE EE oc ots, ia aiote Cleeve tia o.8'a)e Rheeneis ous PES of 
Divorces in Massachusetts, 1890........- --+esseeeecetere sree te | 654 Or lan 31.9 os 
Divorces in New Hampshire, 1890......------+-+eeeserrre res Jer 382 Or 1 in 9.4 ¥ 


Dirirced Toi Michigan, 1886.00.22 = ea eee even ciee settee eseercrs | 1,339 Or 1 in 12.4 6 


ne iD ek cs ee 


It may be further stated that for the whole United States, while the increase of! 
population between 1870-1880 was 30.1 per cent., the divorces for the same year increased | 
79.4 per cent ; and in Michigan, while population increased 38.2 per cent., divorces. 
increased 107.4 per cent. In all Canada there were 4 divorces in 1891, and 5 in 1892. 

It is manifest for reasons attaching to the causes of divorce, that a notable influ 
ence is produced thereby upon the marriage-rate. Thus, of the 954 persons divorce 
in 1890 in Connecticut, 350, or more than one-third of the whole, married again withi 
the year, This means that over 3 per cent. must be subtracted from the marriage-rate i 
this and other States with similar divorce laws, in order to make a correct comparison 
between the marriage-rates of these States and Ontario, where the number of divorce 
granted in 1891-1892 was 9. : 

It is of interest to notice in this connection the fact that the increased number o 
marriages per 1,000 is not associated with a proportionately increased birth-rate. 

The following table gives the birth-rates in Ontario and several neighboring States 


for a number of years: 


Connecticut. Ontario. | Massachusetts. 


OSE Sa tus 2 23.9 LOS sre sea tenee. 26.2 15825..57.5, eae 24.91 
LBS io th tay rd Ged eit 25.4 PSO aici Mocs pices 2.3 1833: 64 ote es 25.17 
DO wn Niki chet hs Gate aoe 23.0 EBOS Oe ere 5 eee ae 23.1 1884. 25.45 
BSSD: 3 ao idee 22.7 LOOGM ts na eee 23.5 1885. 42s) eee 25.12 
BOO IEG come nee 22.2 Ti ots Op cage aary 8. 22.0 1886. 23a 25.37 
BST Ak iy Upranareetre 22.8 REN c/o scrns lire, ame ged 1387) .3: sh ae ee 25.80 
BANS ot. pee eaelm ate 22.2 LOS tase ore eee 21.8 1889 2 ele eee 25.89 
ROE ats ca eee eet 23.4 | BOBO Et. tat arte eee 22.6 L889" eee 26.19 
OSD soz: . xisotietnacereds 23.3 LOGOS)! Sukance aera aera 22.0 1890): .20 Yee 25.81 
1891 ..24.8 DSO Ae a Melee 21.1 


Months —As usual the last quarter of the year leads notably in the number of marri- 
ages celebrated, the relation to the other quarters being in much the same proportion as 
in 1891. Much the same relation exists between the months as in previous years, Exactly 
the same six months but varying slightly in their order of arrangement, are the lowest. | 
in order during the three past years in succession. 


Denominations.—Not only does the number of marriages celebrated during the year — 
remain the same even to a decimal, to the number of the population ; but the order of 
marriages by denominations also remains exactly the same. The same permanency in the 
percentage of marriages celebrated by clergymen of each denomination is seen in a very | 
remarkable degree by comparing the several years set down in the following table. 
This shows the number of marriages in any deaominati»n compared with the total. 


To illustrate the table it may be stated, as for instance in column one, that 1 in 


every 2.8 of all the persons married were Methodists, and so on through the table, 

ee | 

Denomination. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892, | 

ees 
MENT e ccs saree eee, ae oF gl oie 4h saves beds 2.8 | os 
ee fee eal ee a OT cer 5.0.4. 54.9-)) Bel he 9 ei 4.9 
PRRMNUA LAN dion. > Wires = ood eu eae eee 5.5 | 5.8 5.8 6.3 5.9 6.2 
Roman RRA DONE Roe wd dergick cee poe ek eee a. 6.8 6.9 6.5 6.8 Tk 6.9 
ROTM 6 bs Grad ce yi «stages yeah «Wot Pes AN cae 19.5 20.9 18.3 17.0 18.4 17.6 
BWRWAD EAN SCS 6 ois iat he hes ces a 50.3 | 53.5 | 50.8 | 45.1 | 44.3 | 49/9 
Sree BRIO n ants Lo uo)... blanca oy a oe 92.9 91.8 | 114.6 81.9 | 117.8 91.9 
Kvangelical Associations.......00000000 007222007, 160.4 / 158.8 | 150.7 ; 111.7 | 158.5 | 154/05 
WIMIONUUE oa ees is ae, odiccde 5 acs -| 194.2 182.5 196.8 164.3 183.1 226.2 
MROIE ode Au mein eS. 4s tate g Ree our ES 1046.7 {2077.6 |2469.4 546.0 938 6 782 8 
8.9 | 41.7 | 39.9 


(ther Denominations” ....0.6cksacasdstece, CL! 87.5 | 75.8 | 5 


iy) 
(Ot) 
oo 


Deaths. 


Province.—The number of deaths in 1892 ax seen by reference to Table 1 is 23,120 as 
sompared with 21,558 in 1891. The rate when the increase of population for the year is 
salcnlated, gives an increase of 0.5 per 1000. 


By examining Tables 3, 4 and 5 giving a recapitulation of diseases by classes, the 
following increases are found in the several classes : 


| I = Increase. 


| D = Decrease. 

er Pee a eaeaalea 8 fae aN AROS CE Dock © 

BEINC NCAA DINGAGES chy, Ski La) Pate ede pa eel keels aes | 3,831 | 4,670 | I = 839 
MM POMIEIONIAL LDISOASCE. . uc wicca ccs Cale e ee sceees | 4,788 | 4,711 | Ay wan 
Local Pd) USN) ech aR ere | 7,810 | 8,211 | T= 401 
SE SCAT ACES BES eg aS eS ae | 2,983 | 3,921 | I = 938 
I ACS ene aes circ ais she gba 8 5 sse'nn 767 | 845 | brie 
MINT OT PEDOCIA ODE) fi tus ails ctesiaids J ue dels cae ee oes | 1,409 762 D = 647 


Ts, a ee eee | 21,508 | 23,120 | 


What is most gratifying to notice in the classification, is the greatly improved care 
of the Division Registrars in insisting upon the specified cause of death being given. The 
decrease in the number of diseases whose cause is not given is45 per cent. This decrease 
is distributed amongst the other classes, thereby increasing to this extent their greater 
apparent prevalence. Of the increases in the several classes where cause is specified, 
that in zymotic diseases is made up principally of increased deaths from influenza or 
la grippe in the epidemic of January and February, 1892, amounting in all to 534, 
and from an explosion of diphtheria in Toronto in the same year. The average in Local 
diseases is more than made up by the increase in pneumonia of 390 and in bronchitis of 126. 
Both these increases are naturally associated with, anda result of the epidemic of lu grippe. 
The balance of the increase in deaths is found in Developmental diseases, 278 of the 938 
increase being under old age. This increase is likewise intimately connected with the 
epidemic of la grippe. The further increase in this class is to be ascribed principally to 
the placing of still-born and immature births under the heading of pre-natal diseases. 


Cities.—The total increase of the Province as already incidentally referred to, was 
largely due to the increase in cities, this being 595 in the total 1,562, or more than 1 
in 3, whereas the city population is to that of the Province less than lin 5, By reference 
to general tables in Appendix the increase is seen to be usually in cities where la grippe 
‘prevailed niost largely. The increase from diphtheria in Toronto has already been 
‘mentioned. Altogether the increase in cities over 1891 is 2.17 per 1000 of population. 
Compared however with various cities in the United States the death-rate is low. 


| New York, in 1891, had of deaths, per 1000 population........ 25.6 
ay Brooklyn, a e ete Gare eS 23 .9 
Buffalo, . ey oe P kGe ip han eres 22.8 

m Rochester, * a ee As Meats MM RY 18.3 
Lae Albany, «“ “ Rea 9) >» le me NS, GSP, a 
Syracuse, 4 x Serta Wie & Pi sangcerta ad 16.9 

. Troy, 4 a ee dae 1m) ML ores stares 18.3 
ae Ogdensburg, cea Ai Bt AWA) mia 5 sea 18,2 
om Utica, 1 $ Jeanne SS en hi 22.0 


6 


ne 


Preventable Diseases.—The diseases placed under this head formerly applied to the 
eruptive class, but year by year with the advance of scientific knowledge the list of so- 
called communicable diseases becomes enlarged. 


While the term may be still applied to bacterial diseases, the study of climate, occupa 
tion and evironment generally, shows that the term may be applied to almost all diseases 
For instance in a study of Manchester, Life Tables by Dr. John Tatham, he has shown that 
the mortality in that centre of manufactures, is notably greater than the general rate, inothe 
words, that the following two factors have been operative : (a) persons of particular unsound 
health born in the township (of Manchester), of parents whose vitality was already impaired 
by their occupations and surroundings ; and (5) persons of originally sounder health who 
have migrated from outlying districts to older parts of the city. Thus for everv 100 males 
who at the average rate should survive at 5, 15 and 25 years respectively, Manchester town- 
ship shows numbers decreasing from 85 to 81 ; at 45 years the survivors have dropped to 
64 per cent., and at 65 only 34 males and 42 females survive where the average would be 
100. It may be assumed that but for the influence of the second class above mentioned, 
those who at 65 would at the average rate be surviving would have been wholly wiped out. 


It is manifest, therefore, that many diseases induced under such conditions should 
be considered as distinctly preventable. Applying the term, however, to the class of 
zymotic diseases in these tables, it has already been pointed out that the increase in 
1892 over 1891 was principally due to influenza. 


The following table gives the totals for the more important diseases in the class as 
compared with 1891 : 


Whole Province. New York State. 


1891. Rate per | 1892, Rate per 1892. Rate per 


1,000 pop. | 1,000 pop. 1,000 pop. 

a ee a ep Le | | Ue ey WS SS ee | Re a es de poms > TS 2 | fs 8 
Dyigmtherinw TRA Se 952 5 | 890 0.4 5,970 | 0.84 
TEATS COs cra a Cs Sea 744 aah Peed 0.2 1,699 0.28 
Rei hs Cap ba eS Olah dee re 0 Sst Se ence, 393 2 927 0.4 12,000 2.70 
PORRIMIMMR LR: Sind. eusetan a Sie se 216 1 240 0.1 2,228 0.32 

bY oe Ces or a ret 79 03 117 0.05 1,346 0.20 
WE MOD Ga OUtrtt oe oa nice dee cee 102 .04 145 0.07 880 0.138 
LUO ORIN peieedt Satee ovat k ox Uk 2,379 ley 2,592 iat 13,400 227 
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Apart from the increase in influenza over the whole Province, the most notabl 
point in these tables is the varying number of cases of some one or other special disease 
in different cities. 

For instance, Toronto had less than half the typhoid in 1892 that there was in 1891 
but the increase in diphtheria in 1892 was almost one-third the number of cases in 1891. 
Toronto, in 1892, shows twice as many deaths from scarlatina as in 1891, while the deaths 
from the same in Ottawa average but one-third those of the former year. Guelph again 
shows an extraordinary prevalence of diphtheria in both years, and one death in each year 
from typhoid. St. Oatharines shows in 1892 an enormous increase and prevalence of 
phthisis ; while Ottawa, in 1892, shows an unusually large number of deaths from measles. 
Kingston in both years has an abnormally high death-rate from typhoid ; while Brantford, 
high in typhoid in 1891, had only one case in 1892. ; 

These differences serve to illustrate three points : 

Ist. That certain zymotic diseases, such as typhoid and tuberculosis, tend, owing to 
local conditions in some cities and to infection in the latter, to become more or less 
endemic. 

2nd. That certain others are especially marked by sudden epidemic explosions, due 
evidently to common centres of dissemination, as schools, factories, etc. 

3rd. That both are readily lessened by removing sources of infection, whether 
by improving public water or by closing and disinfecting schools. 

In Table 8 are shown the ten highest causes of deaths in 1892 as compared with 
those in 1891. These constitute 49.1 percent. of the total deaths, while in 1891 they 
constituted 51.2 per cent. of the wrole. The table from the standpoint of Preventive 
medicine is full of interest. It contains in both yea s the same diseases excepting two, 
one of which typhoid appears prominent in 1891, but recedes and its place is taken by 
la grippe and its adjunct, bronchitis in 1892. 

Of the total ten diseases it is at once seen that at least five of these stand in the 
category of well recognized mtcrobic diseases, and are therefore distinctly preventable, and 
that these have produced the larger percentage of deaths. In a notable degree accidents 
should be classed amongst the preventable causes of death, and are principally found to be 
due to machinery. Valvular disease as a cause of death, while the expression of 
localized disease of the heart, is in a notable degree a disease of old age. Over fifty per 
cent. of all the deaths ascribed to heart disease in Toronto, occur at sixty years or over 


and seventy per cent. at fifty years or over, or for the whole Province seventy per cent. 
are over fifty years of age. 


The percentage of deaths from pneumonia and_ bronchitis similarly indicates their 
place as important factors in the deaths from old age : 


TABLE giving percentage of deaths from Pneumonia and Bronchitis in persons over fifty 
years, compared with total deaths for each. 


Pneumonia. | Bronchitis. 

Total deaths. | Per cent. | Total deaths. Per cent. 
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| Comparing the total deaths from these two diseases in cities with those for the whole 
Province, it is found that while the population of the cities stands to that of the Province 
a the ratio, roughly, of 1 to 5, yet the ratio of pneumonia in the cities to that in the 
whole province is as 1 to 3.5, and that for bronchitis as 1 to 2.7. 


COMPLETENESS OF RETURNS IN ONTARIO. 


The twenty-four years since the Act for the registration of births, marriages and 
deaths went into force have seen most notable changes in the physical features of many 
parts of Ontario, and still more in the sociological development of her municipalities. In 
11871, while the population of Ontario was 1,618,245, that of the towns was 164,937. 


| In other words while the same cities to-day have a population of 387,607, or 18% of 
the total for the whole province, they had, in 1871, but 10% of the whole. 

| Further, in only a few towns was there any street lighting in the modern 
sense. Public water suppiies, even in Toronto, were almost unknown ; sewers, where 
existing, were of the crudest kind, while one has only to read local notices of the times 
to show how many details of municipal affairs now existing were then practically unknown. 
Local boards and medical officers of health were only emergency appointments, while spring 
cleaning, even in cities, was very partially enforced. Smallpox was treated in the 
general hospitals, while isolation of the eruptive diseases, and still less disinfection, were 
| measures as yet not appreciated or executed. 


| Registration of anything more than deeds had then hardly begun in the counties, until 
}1859, when an Act was passed requiring clergymen to register all marriages celebrated 
| by them with the county registrars of deeds. This Act was m ide applicable in the same 
| year to the new re-arrangement of counties for municipal, juridical] and other purposes. 
| Thus began legal vital registration in Ontario, but of marriages only. Remembering 
| that the Registration Act in England was passed only in 1837, and that it found much 
| opposition in various quarters from the clergy, it may be said that progress in this 
| direction in Upper Canada was begun early. The formal instructions for enforcing this 
| registration of marriages was as follows : 


Section 5, Cap. 72, 1859, ConsoLIDATED STATUTES OF Upper CANADA. 


‘‘ Every clergyman or minister shall, immediately after he has solemnized a marriage, enter in a book 
to be képt by him for the purpose, a true record of the marriage; and shall, on or before the first day of 
| February in every year, return a certified list of all marriages by him solemnized during the year ending 
| on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, to the registrar of the county in which the marriages 
| have taken place, and shall, at the time of making the return, pay or transmit to the registrar one dollar 
| as his fee thereon. 

Sec. 7. On receipt by the registrar of any such list, he shall file the same among the papers of his 
_ office, and record the same ina b ok, to be kept by him for the purpose ; and in case of the death or 
absence of the witnesses to a marriage, such register, or a certified copy, shall be sufficient evidence of the 
| marriage, and the registrar shall give a certified copy of a marriage record to any person demanding the 

same, on payment of fifty cents. 

Sec. 12. Every clergyman, minister, clerk, secretary, or other person, who, in any year, refuses or 
neglects to return the certified list required of him by this Act, on or before the first day of February, shall 
forfeit for every day’s delay, after that day, the sum of four dollars, which sum shall be recoverable, with 
ees before any magistrate of the county in which the person resides, and shall be applied according to 
| law. 

Sec, 13. The Clerk of the Peace of every county shall, at the expense of the county, from time to time 
on demand, furnish all clergymen oc ministers and others in the county required by the Act to make 
returns, with the books to be kapt, and with printed blank forms for the lists to be returned ; and such 
books shall have columns and headings printed on each page, according to the form given in the sixth 
_ section, and the books and forms shall be of such size and form as to admit of the necessary entries being 

conveniently made therein. 


| The method adopted for registering marriages is thus seen to be one by which county 
registrars were required to keep the original certificates and to make indexes of each 
marriage so returned. The Government had no direct relation with, or control of, those 


i returns. 
| 
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When the Registration Act of 1868-1869, extending its operations to the registra- 
tion of births and deaths as well, was passed, provision was therein made by Mr. Pardee 
(the late Hon. T. B. Pardee), then a private member of the House, who introduced the | 
Bill, whereby the Provincial Secretary became the Registrar-General of the Province. The 
Clerks of the Peace of each county were made District Registrars, and they were required | 
to transmit books and forms, prepared and supplied by the Registrar-General, to the severa 
Division Registrars, or Municipal Clerks, who, in turn, were to make the returns to the 
District Registrars who again forwarded them to the Registrar-General. The Divisior 
Registrar was required, under Sec. 8, Cap. 30 of the Act to register the particulars of any 
birth returned, and receive therefor ten cents from parent or informant. Similarly for 
every death registered, the clerk received ten cents, and for every marriage reported by 
a clergyman as being celebrated by him, the clergyman was to pay ten cents to the Division 
Registrar, collecting the same at the time of marriage in addition to the marriage fee 

Under this Act the work of Provincial registration began in 1869 and has con 
tinued ever since. Slight amendments to the Act were made in 1869. 

Under the Act of 1869, Cap. 23, Sec. 8, the municipality was to pay the Division 
Registrar, in addition to the above fees, ‘‘ whatever the municipality deemed just.” 

No further change took place in the Act until 1875, when the Acts of 1868 and 1869 
were repealed, and their place supplied by the amended Act. Under it the District 
Registrars disappeared (except so far as the term now applies to Registrars of the Unor- 
ganized Districts), and the Division Registrars were brought into direct relations with 
the Registrar-General. The latter supplies them with forms, receives from them returns, 
and issues certificates to them on which they are entitled to receive payment for 
returns from the municipality. Such are the terms of the Act, which has practically 
remained unchanged since 1875. 

I have referred to the growth of the work of Vital Statistics because it illus- 
trates two interesting points: first, the recognition that the growth and permanency of 
social institutions in Ontario required some method by which the legal aspects of mar- 
riages and the rights of birth would in the future be placed on an established basis, and 
further, that a means would be supplied by which all who wished could from statistics 
observe the actual growth of populations, whether native or foreign, and of the social 
influences determining the results in each instance ; and, second, that by it is illustrated — 
the evolution, seen in other parts of our municipal government, as when the populations 
in 1832, then divided into a few judicial districts, was by the Act of 1859 sub-divided into 
counties, 42 in all, whose courts, registry offices, and all similar county functions, such 
as that of the registration of marriages, as seen in the Act quoted, were administered by 
county officials. 

The growth of population, and of the further sub-division of municipal duties by 
increased powers to townships, villages and towns marks itself in legislation, such as 
appears in the amended Act of 1875 above referred to. 

The following table of the volume of business done in the Registrar-General’s branch 
in 1871-3 and 1892-3 illustrates at once the economy in the expenditure of funds, in the close 
supervision of returns, and in the availability of the records for the uses of all persons 
interested therein, whether resident within or outside the Province under the present Act. 


STATEMENT showing the Expenditures and Volume of Business in the Registrar General’s 
Department during several years. 


—— 1871. | 1873. 1892, 1893. 
Salaries (from annual report for 1871)....,...... a $2,612 00 $4,500 00 $6,440 00 $6,440 00 
Dihier wenesiditares 50) Ger eck oe keg Meee 8,267 10 6,395 44 3,154 32 3,373 96 
yf ON a Sr ECT ee ee TE $10,879 10 | $10,895 44 | $9,594 32 $9,813 96 
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VoLUME OF BUSINESS. 


1871. 1873. 1892. 1893. 


a ee 
eT ee ee Se | es ae | ST, eemeeene TES Te Boe Cn aL 


‘Births SAORI cn eR eee east tocees stew fee. 19,536 27,552 44,754 42,166 
Miferriages “sek eerie eee ee tree hee ee eer nees 17,336 21,996 28,378 28,964 
cei uckeges ce gods ages 6,905 11,069 21,558 23,120 
; Totals... 0.22.0 -- cece nse e nese cee tees 42,877 60,617 94,690 94,250 
Indexing in arrears completed in 1892— — wf eh a a a | ae cre 
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eet SMM ee te ce an ccs eine & oui eas oh eel oalcim on as some saa haha gems 197 GOL he rhc ete ne 
Comparing and revising indexing in 1892— Ce ee 
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Preparing annual report, pages --...----...+--+ee++: 20 38 294 275 
‘Letters written and filed ...........-.0- 0s eee eens 109 81 1,386 1,003 
'Tabulating circulars issued re cemeteries. ......- 26-2 2]eeere ec eeee eer etter ese es 750 | rece seee cee 
Circulars issued re contagious diseases in Schools in 
| County of York and tabulated ........ 0... eee ee [eee crete eee Peete tee eees TOO itis ene eo 
Certificates issued of— : 
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Fees received for certificates issued (refunded to 
| $135 50 $172 00 
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Searches made for certificates applied for ..........+-[eseeee ees PP on, et pee 420 535 
Inspections made by Inspector of Div. Reg. Offices, 14 counties,, 22 counties, 
interviews with clergymen and doctors and reports \ EU EA e MN .. | apart swiss 121 munici-|112 munici- 
PPE O GIT ee oR cic eln wien nes ose aia no 9) palities. palities. 
Annual reports issued and mailed ........--.- ceeeseefeeeeerre eee efes ee tete tee 3,000 6,000 
_ Receiving returns from Div. Registrars, entering num- 
ber in register, arranging of same into libers for 
binding and indexing . ........-++++-ee+e se reee 1,300 1,700 3,550 3,500 
| Blank forms issued.... 9 -- - eee eee ree eee eeee 36,000 45,000 81,000 85,000 
_ Revision of Act respecting the Registration of Births, Pp "| 
Marriages and Deaths, with amendment LI TLOW Ars robin hairs stenrels ssa f Ay oh \ eam aaty 
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ROM Ue We nears lest en sie StS A ooh cee yuan Ie 40 40 750 75 
Annual certificates for returns issued to District Divi- 
sion Registrars, and Division Registrars .......-- 40 40 750 750 
Revising and extracting from indexes births, marriages 
and deaths being over the two year limit allowed 
by the Registration Act, and re-indexing from 
1869 to 1891 inclusive — 
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Preparing special statement of deaths, as per Act of 
1893, in the following cities during year 1892 of 
persons 21 years and over for correcting voters’ Toronto. 
list, viz.— Brantford. 
London. 
Kingston. 
Belleville. 
| Windsor. 
Examining death returns from Counties of Prince Ed- | 
ward, Lincoln and Welland and tabulating deaths] +........06[ ceeee cece cefeceere trees poesees 9,000 
from consumption by families for special report. 
Issue of special blanks for entering and recording re- 
f turns of births, marriages and deaths for past A a 
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While the present Act has several manifest advantages, it has in practice several 
positive disadvantages, viewed from the standpoint of correct returns which were absent 
even from the early Marriage Act of 1859 and the Act of 1868-9. 

In the clauses quoted it will have been seen that the clergyman who celebrated a 
marriage paid a small fee of one dollar per year to the Registrar, intended for the 
expense connected with indexing the marriages in the County Registry Office. In the 
Act of 1869 provision was likewise made for the payment of ten cents by the party 
who obtained the advantages of registration, the Municipal Council adding thereafter to 
the clerk’s salary such further sum as might be deemed proper, to pay him for his labor 
in making returns to the District Registrar. The amount paid for such work was 
fixed by Order in Oouncil. It appears that County Clerks of the Peace who were 
District Registrars were paid in the several years of the existence of the Act of 1869 out 
of Provincial funds the following amounts : . 


iPecde age ened tee Tae $3808 63" 4°) 18734 vice eee $3,933 42 
L871 oye sees eeucce B,B42 G20 )| 1874) 
LOT Dnroltcns tah tS OFFEND 1875s nevis. day 


Or a total of $23,417.47 in 6 years. 


While these several ways of having the labor of collecting returns paid for seer) in 
some degree somewhat more cumbrous than the present method, it at any rate placed 
Division Registrars performing the work in a better position than they are at present. 
Then they were entitled to ten cents for each rezistration—as much as they can legally 
get now, and more than many actually do get, since it is a common practice for munici- 
palities to commute the payment of ten cents for each registration by paying the Division 
Registrar an annual salary for doing all the work which may fall upon him as municipal 
clerk. The result in practice is, as many of the answers made to the Inspector show, that 
the Division Registrars will not make any serious attempt to get complete returns, as — 
they say they are paid no more for all their pains whether the number be 100 or only 
10. 


While in practice there is no doubt that the amendment of the Act introduced in 
1875, by which the Registrar-General was brought into direct relationship with the — 
Division Registrar, has been a distinct saving of Provincial funds, by a withdrawal of 
the fees from the Clerks of the Peace appointed District Registrars under the Act of 
1869, yet it has, by fixing the remuneration of the Division Registrars, or municipal 
clerks, at 10 cents, without providing that they shall be assured of getting this amount, 
distinctly lessened the efficiency of the method of obtaining complete returns. Some such 


clause as that “ Division Registrars shall be entitled to receive, over and above any amount 


paid them for salary as municipal clerk ; and they are hereby prevented from commuting 
the same by receiving any stated salar 


y to cover all their duties, except in cities of over 
25,000 inhabitants,” would seem to supply, at any rate, a partial remedy. Twenty years’ 
experience since 1875 in the working of the present Act has been sufficient proof that the 
whole question of payment in proportion to work done of Division Registrars must be 
reconsidered if any notable improvement in returns is to be expected. Until such takes 
place, it seems idle to have provisions for punishing Division Registrars for neglect to 
perform their duties, and as unreasonable to expect them to punish householders who 
neglect to make returns of births and deaths, The defects of registration dependent on 
this are, I believe, fully illustrated in the returns for cities, 

For instance, it does not seem at all likely in three cities similar in many ways 
as are St. Thomas, Stratford, and St. Catharines, that the average marriage-rate for 
ten years has stood as 12.7 :8.1: 8.4. Farther, it does not seem probable that in Kingston 


and Belleville, cities close together, the average birth-rates should stand for the same ten 
years as 254: 18.7 
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To illustrate the fact of such omissions it may be stated that the number of registra- 

tions recorded during the years 1892 and 1893 for previous years and registered as pr>- 

vided under the Act by special permission in each case by the Registrar-General was, 
of births, 359, marriages, 16, and deaths, 8, or a total of 383, distributed as follows : 


Births. Marriages. | Deaths. 
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By a comparison and close study of the diagrams following this report it becomes 
apparent that some immediate alterations in the methods by which improved local 
returns can be insured are demanded. 


In addition to increasing the remuneration, as suggested in the last annual report, to 

25 cents for each complete birth and for each complete death return, and retaining marriage 

returns at 10 cents, there should be provision whereby the clerk shall be assured of such 

“compensation, and then, if thereafter it can be shown that he is neglecting his duties in 

_ obtaining complete returns, power. should exist in the Act whereby the Registrar. General 
can require the municipal council to appoint another person as Division Registrar. 

As will be seen in the summary of work appended hereto done by the Inspector, Col. 

R. B. Hamilton, the difficulties experienced by Division Registrars in 1893 are very much. 

‘the same as those set forth in his report of 1892. 
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Toronto, January 2, 1894. 


To the Honorable Richard Harcourt, 
Registrar-General of Ontarvo. 


Sir,—I have the honor to report that during the past year I visited for the purpose 
of inspection the Division Registrars of 112 municipalities within the following counties 
viz: 

Brant, Bruce, Oarleton, Grey, Halton, Huron, Kent, Lambton, Leeds and Grenville 
Lincoln, Middlesex, Northumberland and Durham, Ontario, Peel, Perth, Peterborough, 
Prescott and Russell, Renfrew, Simese, Ssormont, Dundas and Glengarry, Welland, 
Wellington. 

I find the difficulties attendant upon the carrying out of the Act respecting the Reg 
istration of Births, Marriages and Deaths are about identical in all the counties through: 
out the Province, and have therefore scarcely anything to add to my report of last year. 

The recommendations made in that report are pretty thoroughly endorsed by th 
Division Registrars visited during the past season, and 1 would again strongly recom 
mend for your consideration the suggestions therein contained. | 


I have much pleasure in stating that a steady improvement in the clerical work o 
the half-yearly returns of the Division Registrars is manifest, as is evidenced by the fac 
that two years ago I had to send 265 returns back for correction ; eighteen months ag 
I sent back 180; twelve months ago 143 were returned; while six months ago I onl 
found it necessary to send back 86. 

The Division Registrars throughout the Province are, with very few exceptions 
extremely anxious to make their returns as complete as possible, and I have no doub 
whatever but that with a few necessary changes in the: Act a great improvement wil 
soon be made manifest in both the quality and quantity of vital statistics. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 


R. B. HAMILTON, 
Inspector of Vital Statistics. 


Trusting that it may be found practicable to have amendments to the Act similar t 
those drawn up in the Bill prepared for your consideration in 1892 made law during th 
coming year. 

I have the honor to be vour obedient servant, 


P;- H. BRYOE? M Aye 
Deputy Registrar General. 


« 
‘ 
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Tables showing Relative Rate per 1,000 Population in Cities of Ontario oj 


Marriages, Births and Deaths. 
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RL OMGONNG oni. POP eaa es actedine Sane 15.8 | 12.9 | 13.3.) 12.0 | 12.8 | 10.34016099) D607 oad eee 
Rare ote oh | eeeN ale Wet) ole oles | 6.4] 7.0 | 9:6} 7.4) 8.4] 756 700 ed nee 
Hebiiiand. ca: dusbsc Ber eaics 7.5/ 8.7] 9.4| 8.2] 8.8] 10.0] 8.5] 6.7] 8.2| 10.8 
EER 2 SSCA eet La GAN DL Lt 9.4} 10.9} 10.81 :10.0 | 9.1 | 9.4 17 826 18:9 ao ee 
ERALIAETCOT 5 5, winch Alc ness Pw oc fide AP ich eee eRe ee ote ee ne 7.3 | 20.00} 29.0 | 8.0 9.2 
Pleated ce cn pee heuer, ee 10.4 | 13.0 | 11.3] 8.1] 11.0] 10.7 | 10.7 |10.6/ 8.3} Sim 
Bitten icc vuiesas Biba oe ince 8.2} 8.0] 7.9| 7.0] 8:04 7.67 7.89 7st neo 
Beh eos, cnn eer, sah rae 9.2) 9.9| 9.71 8.8]10.0| 9.0! 8.61 8.38) 8.4) Sm 
BEATEN cio en ee sa ts ee la RAe 8.1 | 10.4) 9.2] 9.5 )°°9.7 |] 9.8) 9:40:11) #een eee 
RRR E A Orc Acy circ de eat ee Ae 7.5 | 9.4] 9.01 10.0] 9.8) 9.21 8.4) 9°00 We Gye 
Leeds and Grenville ............... 9-4) 9.1} 11.6 | 10.0) 8.0.) 8.9) 6.9.) (sa) eye ee 
Lennox and Addington............. 9.8| 8.7) 8.5) 7.1| 8.4] 7.4] 9.4] 7.8]10.1| 7m 
_FESUTEN' S| Soe Lae Pe ED A 12.7 | 13.8 | 13.02] 12.4 | 11.8] 13.1 | 11.4 | 12.8 | 10.9 | 14.3 
CLT TLE Sie ogre ee, ae 10.4 | 12.2 | 11.6 | 10.1 | 10.7 | 10.4 | 10.4 | 11.6] 8.9 | 10.9 
Muskoka and Parry Sound........., 9.4 | 8.6 | 11.9 | 10.1 | 11.4 | 10.0:| -9.1 110.2 hes eee 
PGecath ered? nny sow iihs ho eae 8.8 | 9.21 8.8] 8.9) 7.1] 8,7) 723) “S27 ogee 
Northumberland and Durham....... 8.9 | 9.5 | 11.6, 7.9 | 8.7 | 8:8.| “8:14 99:9) eee ee 
(TNS REAL Ct ae sear 18 lt 14019.) 38 | 9.6] 10.0| 9.8] 9.4] 9.8 11.0 
TE RSP Se ee 11.2} 10.3} 9.4] 9.4] 10.6] 11.3] 10.9] 11.1] 9.71 11.4 
Be are, 05 Sins a pee see 10.0] 11.5! 9.7} 10.3 | 11.4] 11.0.1 9.297381) 727 ee 
Re Ge aN sl 8.2) 7.7] 8.1| 9.11 9.0) 814] 8.8) aeeueeeeee 
RARE OOTIUOR Hobos ck dnc xcmes Meee 11.8 | 10.9 | 10.9] 9.6] 9.71 10.6 10.6 | 11.4% 114 1 1939 
Prescott and Russell.....,.......... 10.2 | 11.1 | 16.7 | 15.1 | 14.9 | 18.1 | 14.3 | 14.3 | 10.6 | 19.9 
Prince Edward........... ........, 11.9 | 13.7 | 12.8 | 12.1 | 10.1 | 11.4 | 10.1 | 11.3) 11.1 | 11.5 
BOOMING nates ak ce wistns bcos tee: 7.9 | 8.3/ 9.2] 95] 8.5] 8.9 8.81 7.2) 27 ae 
TORTS et Se er ona Baa 8.1| 8.5! A 7.1| 7.9] 8.0] 2.0) @:4) s 7a 
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TABLE 7.—Continued. : 


3hewing the Death-rate per 1,000 of Population, in each County of the Pro- 
vince for ten years. 


COUNTIES. 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. | 1887. | 1888. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. 

Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry...| 7.2) 8.8| 9.2] 8.1 | 8.1] 5.5 | 8.8 | D2 as OL le rae 
\ 

Me tec sce es ek 10:87 1004. 824], 8.01 9.0 V tiv On tae ee eOee 
So ck cou cdnc ces 140-6 1029" 1.1079.) 11-4 1 119 1 14 FO Uh Oa 11. GpaOer 
Loe gp RE 20:00) 102400028 ) 827.) (9. ON IOsS Tbe 94 ero 
Bellington...........00.s.05 APP 10-87)°10.8.1 = 92% 1.9.6 | 926. O57 10100 | ° 9.2. 210s etre 
Wentworth eh a batt 18:1: 17.04 16.3"| 16,6.)°16.8 15.8 4 1641 114.4 Psi 
on USE Ce Si ere 17.8 | 18.1 | 19.5 | 21.3 | 20.2 | 19.3 | 19.0 | 16.3 | 15.9 | 16.4 

BUOCA OT ALC frail. ot nfaie dose = ors 10;90) 11.9) 11:4) (1220) 12:50 12.0) 10.7) TE losn 
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TABLE 9. 


Illegitimate Births, Twins and Triplets in the Province. 
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| " week, 811. 
| | y day, 116. 
TABLE 10. 


‘Births in the Province in 1892 shewing the proportion of Male to Female Births. 
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TABLE 11. 


Order of Births by Months in the Province. 


Total 

Months. Males. Months. Females. Months. ae a 
elales, 
AB rote ae | 1928) Je TIPUBt tins onep 1821 August .... 3749 
Tae ae an 1930. MC Miay sc5-ciaetnaee 1804 May: s.hd25 020 | 3734 
CATON yeni cee nee 1889 March . 1827 March'::223 See 3716 
September........... 1933 | September ....:= = | 1776 | September ........ 3709 
LY an ee eee ss 1868 Wy Pe eee ee 1774 OLY ee eae 3642 

BEL Std eis aceite 15/6 os) sa prince sacs 1744.) Aprilve sects 361 
CIPESUOK icc de Bee 1834 October cone 1695 October ..4. 7 eae 3529 
SNUAITS cas eee oe 180L- AUBREY nce ee os 1681, jo January: ee 3432 
BPO ON APY 2-3. 2 ei re L782 it RE CDLRALYs ee ulna = 1653, | february 33 aon 3385 
BPRRG. aide Ta ee tae 1716 J WHe gether ee ee 1608 J UNE {eee 3324 
November s2.5..65. ocr 1645 INNOVenIber se. as cn act 1571 November. Vases a 3216 
December 1587 Decembers .. 4s... 1534 December ........ 3121 
ened —— es eS | oe ee 
Tital 7... eases 21738 EO Galea kes 20438 | TOtAL. Ateree 42176 
TABLE 12 
Marriages by Months and Quarters in Numerical Order. 
| d 
Months. 1891 Months. | 1892. Quarters, 1891. Quarters. 1892, 


December ....| 1733)/December ..| 1667|Quarter ending Dec. 31) 4270/Quarter ending Dec. 31) 4333 


September ...| 1336/June ...... 1427 = March 31| 3463 ‘s March 31) 3595 
November....| 1276/October ....} 1355 x June 30) 3231 s June 30; 3395 
October ...... 1261/September. .| 1355 Ss Sept. 30) 3199 ee Sept. 30; 3140 
January...... 1214) November..| 1311)No date given .......... 26)No date given .......... 19 
MOTTE cheese ari c 1212|March ..... 1280 
Miah se, Ss... 1193) February. 1220 
PATI ies ons] 1189| January. . 1095 
February..... 1056) April ...... 1024 
MED ork oles 970|/May .....:. 944 
August .....| 893) August 944 
CY ee era 830| July ....... , eal | 
No date given. 26|No date | 
given.... 19 
nmemnnet | | is. 
Total ....| 14189, Total .... | 14482, Total 2 so, 14189} "Tofal gene 1448 
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Denominations. 
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TABLE 18. 


Number of persons 
married. 


Per cent. of the 
whole. 


Marriages by Denominations in the Province. 


Proportion to the whole number of 
persons married, 
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